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President Mwai Kibaki launches Kenya Vision 2030 at KICC, Nairobi in 2008.

On June 10, 2008, Kenya’s third President Mwai Kibaki launched the national long-
term development plan, Kenya Vision 2030, with an aim to elevate Kenya into a
globally competitive and prosperous nation where all citizens enjoy a high quality of
life in a clean and secure environment by 2030.

The Vision succeeded the Economic Recovery Strategy for Wealth and Employment
Creation (ERS) that guided the National Rainbow Coalition (NARC) Government’s
policies and programmes from 2003 to 2007.

After many years of recession, ERS placed the country on the path to prosperity.
Substantial growth was witnessed in all social and economic sectors, which included
manufacturing, tourism, agriculture, wholesale and retail, and telecommunications.

Income per capita increased, evidenced by a 10 percentage point reduction in poverty
levels, from 56 percent in 2002 to 46 percent in 2006. Kenya's GDP grew from 0.6
percent in 2002 to 6.9 percent in 2007.

Despite the successes realised by ERS, much remained to be done. The economic
growth momentum needed to be sustained and the gains achieved consolidated. As a



result, the National Economic and Social Council proposed the formulation of a long-
term strategy that would guide the country’s development up to 2030.

Comprehensive countrywide consultations were carried out with stakeholders from the
public and private sectors, media, civil society, NGOs, and ordinary Kenyans to
establish the country’s intricate development problems.

This detailed analysis provided accurate and timely data that helped formulate
strategic interventions to solve the identified problems. Data-driven decision-making
is a powerful tool for identifying areas that require improvement and for optimising
resource allocation.

As such, and like with other long-term development frameworks, Vision 2030 was
developed to provide clear direction and purpose for government policies and
initiatives. Enhanced prioritization of development goals and effective allocation of
resources ensures that development efforts are focused and strategic.

Kenya Vision 2030 Delivery Secretariat — the agency mandated to spearhead the
implementation of the Vision — regularly monitors and evaluates the Vision’s Flagship
Projects and Programmes to establish what is working well and what needs
improvement.

The Secretariat also compiles annual progress reports with recommendations that
seek to address the challenges encountered in implementing the Flagship Projects and
Programmes.

This ongoing feedback loop allows for timely adjustments and refinements of policies
and strategies, enabling continuous improvement, adaptability to changing
circumstances, and ultimately achievement of the targets set.

Moreover, Kenya Vision 2030 provides a sense of continuity and stability in the face
of political changes. Every incoming administration has its own set of priorities, which
may differ from those of the preceding regime.

The implementation of the Vision through five-year Medium-Term Plans (MTPs) allows
for alignment of the sitting Government’s plan with the MTP in place, ensuring that
both frameworks are implemented, and the Vision’s goals and aspirations remain well
on course.

Kenya is currently implementing the Fourth Medium-Term Plan (MTP 1IV) 2023-2027,
which is aligned with Kenya Kwanza's Bottom-Up Economic Transformation Agenda
(BETA) alongside regional and international frameworks such as the East African
Community (EAC) Vision 2050, Africa Union Agenda 2063, and United Nations 2030
Agenda for Sustainable Development, which incorporates the 17 Sustainable
Development Goals (SDGSs).



The continuity in implementing long-term goals helps to build trust and confidence in
the country’s policies and initiatives, which is crucial for attracting investments and
promoting economic growth.

Many countries that have registered phenomenal growth attribute their success to the
proper coordination and execution of their sustainable development strategies. The
opposite is true for those struggling to hit their development targets.

Since the adoption of Kenya Vision 2030, the country has witnessed significant holistic
progress. A lot more will undoubtedly be achieved in the remaining six years of its
implementation, after which the next long-term development plan will be ushered in.



